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last experience I had of being turned out of a restaurant for
not being white. Sometimes restaurants would feed you but
in a back room, away from the others. But Indians resented
this and usually walked out of the restaurant in a temper. There
was no such colour prejudice in America against the Chinese,
thus showing that if there was any prejudice against us it was
only because we could be mistaken for Negroes or mulattoes.
It is surprising how you are influenced by your environ-
ment. In America most Indians did not want to be mistaken for
Negroes. This was perhaps natural as they did not want to
be insulted and treated with disrespect. And this led to their
not wanting to associate with Negroes or to be found in Negro
company. So Indians also often fell into the vicious habit of
boycotting the Negro. The air in America was surcharged with
it and it was difficult to escape it. But it must be said to the
credit of a few Indians I knew that they went out of their way
to befriend Negroes. After all, our sympathy cannot but be
with those who suffer at the hands of the whites.
LYNCHING AND LACK OF KESPECT FOE LAW
Before we leave the subject of maltreatment of Negroes by
the whites, we may say a few words about lynching. Lynching
is the wreaking of mob vengeance on an alleged erring indivi-
dual. Today it takes place only against Negroes and in the
South. But it was not always so. Whites were also lynched till
about twenty years ago and lynching occurred in various parts
of the country. An outraged community took the law into its
own hands in the case of murder, rape and such like, and avoid-
ing the delay and uncertainty of judgment by trial in a court
of lawy vindicated itself immediately against the accused indivi-
dual. That this should happen even today in a country which
regards itself as civilised seems indeed surprising!
It is to be accounted for in two ways. Firstly, ever since
the slave insurrection and massacre of the whites which took
place in the South at the time of the anti-slavery agitation, i.e.,
about the middle of the last century, the southern whites'have
lived in constant dread of being massacred by the Negro. Con-
sequently they have wanted to terrify the Negro, amd they do
so by lynching Mm when an opportunity occurs. Lynching is
now prohibited in several States, and that yet it oeeurs and goes
unpunished is due to the fact that the sentiment of the com-*